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How to Pay Monthly Bills . . .
on Time!

aying your billspromptly will help you avoid late fees, interest charges and termination of
service. Follow these stepsto ward off procrastination and keep your financesin good

order.

eps:

1

Set aside aspecial placeto put your billswhen they arrive, such asadesk cubbyhole, aspecia
sectionin adrawer or abill inbox. Assoon asyou receive them, open your bills, then put them
inthisspecial place.

2. Set asidetwo timesamonth, two weeks apart, to pay bills. The middle and end of the month are
good times.
3. Call thecompaniesthat send you billsand have them revise your payment due datesto corre-
spond with one of thetwo timesyou plan to pay your billseach month.
4. Mark your calendar to remind you of bill-paying dates and to help you keep to your schedule.
5. Pay your billswith checks or money orders, then note the check number, the date and the
amount paid on the receipt portion of each hill.
6. Filethesereceiptsaway and keep them for ) )
sevenyears, Miserly Tip . ..
7. Placethe envelopes containing your payments
next to your keys so that you will remember to To save money on magazine
takethem with you and mail them immediately. subscriptions, exchange magazines
_ with friendswhen you’ ve read them.
Tips. One friend subscribes to People,

and automobile financing compani es change due

dates. Check the due datesfor such billswhen they : : _
arrive. magazines every month while avoid-

bill payment from your checking account.

another subscribesto In Syle and
you subscribe to a couple of home
magazines. Each getsto read several

Some credit card companies, mortgage lenders

ing paying for multiple subscription

Many banksallow you to arrangefor automatic fees,
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Granny’s
Storehouse

Our Thrift Store, located
near the office at 123
Alexander, is open Monday—
Saturday from 9am to 1pm.
We have a wide range of cloth-
ing, furniture, appliances and
other household items. Prices
are very reasonable, with
special sales and discounts on
a regular basis.

What to do when
bills are out of

hand.....

B Pay something onyour bill every
month evenif you cannot pay thefull
amount.

B |f youhaveaTermination Notice
bdlieveit!

B Cadl immediately to makedeferment
arrangements. If you make arrangements
you MUST stick to thetermsagreed.

B [|f youhaveatermination date,
payments need to be made at least two
daysprior to thedate. Onceawork
order hasbeenissued, itisdifficultto
stopit. If you aredisconnected, you will
haveto pay areconnect fee.

B Whenyou call, expect to stay on
holdalongtime. Stay onhold aslong as
it takes!

Websites to Check

WwWw.miserlymoms.com
www.ehow.com
www.stretcher.com
www.thriftyfun.com
WWW.SaVvi Ngsecr ets.com

LOC Program Information

RESIDENCY - Clientsmust beableto provethey have
lived in Lancaster, Wilmer, or Hutchinsfor 30 days, or
beatransient referred by police, or other group.

INCOME —Sincefinancia assistanceisgivenonly onceina
12 month period, clients need to have someform of
sugtainableincome
toreceiveasss-
tanceand avoid
eviction or discon-
nect. Household
incomemust fdl
below 150% of the
annual Federd
Poverty Levd, )
unlessotherwise S
stated. Assistanceisoccasondly provided for familiesat
200% of the Poverty Level in approved Situations. A
Household isdetermined by thetotal number of people
livinginthesamestructurewhether related or unrel ated.

IDENTIFICATION —Clientsmust provideapicture D and
Socia Security card for themselves, aSocia Security
cardfor all other adults(related or unrelated) livingin
thehouse, and Birth Certificatesand Social Security
cardsfor all children (related or unrelated) livinginthe
house. Those unableto produce required documentation
will not be cons dered amember of thehouseholdin
determining assstance.

Summary of Services Available
Food Assistance
Shelter Assstance
Utility Assstance
Clothing, Household and FurnitureAssistance
GasolineVouchers
PrescriptionAssistance
Counsdling Services
Case Management
School Supplies
Christmas Shoppe
L1SD Social Work
Job Placement Services
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How to Avoid Mail Fraud

Weall know that stealing from themail and usingthemail to defraud arefedera crimes. Yet, scamstill
occur. Bewary and dert.

Seps:
1. Refrainfrom entering sweepstakesor other gamesof chanceif you do not know the sponsoring organi-
zdion.
2. Ignorepromisesof easy money.
3. Sendnomoney if you have“won” something or itis“free.” Being asked to pay afeeto get something
freeor to clamaprizeisanother warning sign of fraud.
Send only checksor money ordersthrough themail - never cash.
Giveonly to charitiesyou know.
Guard your personal information. Refuseto give out your credit card or bank account numbersin
responseto mail from an organization you do not know.
7. Tossaway asolicitation for money that lookslike agovernment document. The government doesnot
olidt.

8. Document your transactionsand keep the ]
envelopes. They areproof that mail wasused Upcoming Events
for fraudulent solicitations,

First Thursday Each M onth--Immu-

»

o

Tips: nization Clinic at Cedar Valley
No onecan |l egitimately guaranteethat you will College
winalottery or sweepstakes, earn high returnson June 9-27--Call for School Supplies
investmentswithlittleor norisk, or makebig earnings Appointment
withlitteor nowork July 1-25--Registration for School
If you really win asweepstakes, you pay taxes Supplies program
directly to thegovernment, not through acompany. August 1--Distribution of School
Supplies

War nings:
Contact your local post office or the postal
inspectorsif you suspect mail fraud.

The Counseling Center

Volunteers Needed LOC is blessed tp have a
wonderful Counseling Center

_ ?ir('j ng zeo_p'e ‘é"hi ‘;"a’::] to get with licensed counselors to deal
involved and give back to the commu- . . .

nity are always welcome here. Contact with a wide range of ISSLIeS. er all
Teresa McKeever at 972-227-0138 if ages. Fees charged are minimal
you can volunteer in the Store, as a and based on income and size of
receptionist, or in the Food Pantry. Days household. Call 972-227-0190

and hours are flexible. .
for an appointment.
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Mission Statement

LOC is an interfaith social service
agency committed to relieving

Lancaster Outreach Center

1120 RAadnc::IrIEi: Street s gring, restor"ir?g Bl an_d_
promoting self-sufficiency by providing
Phone assistance and support to the
Office: 972-227-0138 people of South Dallas County.

Counseling Center: 972-227-0190
Fax: 972-227-5117

Office Hours LOC Staff
Mogn_ggyi'fg'gay Ronnie Lowe, Executive Director
e Kathy Gaither, MSW, Case Manager
Store Hours Susan Stacy, LPC, Mental Health Director
Monday-Saturday Monica Burris, Administrative Assistant
9:00-1:00 Teresa McKeever, Volunteer Coordinator
Counseling Center Allcg Baker, Food Pgntry Superwsor.
Call for an Appointment David Anderson, Maintenance/Security
Johnny Williams, Truck Driver
Website
www.|-o-c.org Printing Provided by Amelia Printing Company

info@l-o-c.org Dallas, Texas




